
 
 
 
 

CONSTITUTION DAY 
BACKGROUND: 
Senator Robert C. Byrd, a West Virginia Democrat and Congress' unofficial constitutional 
scholar, believes that American primary, secondary, and post-secondary students lack 
significant knowledge regarding the United States Constitution. In December 2004, Senator 
Byrd proposed an amendment that was passed by both the House of Representatives and the 
Senate in an attempt to increase students' knowledge about the constitution. On December 8, 
2004, President George W. Bush signed the bill (public law 108-447) which designates every 
September 17 as Constitution Day. 
 
It is important for students to have an understanding of the U.S. Constitution and an 
appreciation of this valuable document that has been the foundation of the freedoms provided 
to all Americans. 
 
The legislation requires that all educational institutions receiving federal funds implement 
educational programs relating to the U.S. Constitution on September 17 of each year. This 
date was chosen due to the fact that on September 17, 1787; 39 of the 55 Founding Fathers 
met for the last time to sign the United States Constitution and present it to the American 
public. 

WEB RESOURCES: 

• www.constitutionday.com/index.html - An online, interactive Constitution resource page. 
• www.archives.gov - Includes interactive, online features about the Constitution, with 

biographical sketches of the 39 signers of the Constitution. 
• https://constitutioncenter.org/interactive-

constitution?utm_source=web&utm_medium=homepage&utm_campaign=IC -- An 
online, interactive Constitution. 

Annual Constitution Day activities are organized by the Student Activities Department 
and various Academic Departments.     
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